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07  FIAF Congress

Voting session during the FIAF General Assembly in Skopje Discussion during the FIAF General Assembly in Skopje 

FIAF General Assembly

The 2014 FIAF General Assembly was 
held in Skopje on 9 and 10 May. The main 
deliberations of the GA were as follows:

• The nomination of Vladimir Opela of 
the Czech Film Archive as a FIAF Honorary 
Member was ratified almost unanimously.

• The nomination of PK Nair, former Head 
of the National Film Archive of Indian, as a 
FIAF Honorary Member, did not obtain the 
required majority to be ratified (35 for, 21 
against, 31 abstentions).

•  The GA unanimously approved the 2014 and 
2015 budgets submitted by the Treasurer.
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 FIAF Congress07

• FIAF Statutes and Rules: all of the Articles 
submitted for updating, as well as all but 
four Rules, were approved by the GA. It was 
decided that the four remaining rules will be 
revised by a sub-committee of the Executive 
Committee and will be submitted to the 
Canberra General Assembly next year.

• The GA approved at a very large majority 
the EC’s proposal for FIAF to re-join the Co-
ordinating Council of Audiovisual Archives 
Association (CCAAA) as a paying member.

• A joint application by the UCLA Film and 
Television Archive and the Academy Film 
Archive to host the 2017 FIAF Congress in Los 
Angeles was approved by the GA. 

The General Assembly also heard the usual 
reporting on the FIAF Secretariat activities, 
FIAF publications and other projects, as well 
as from the representatives of the various 
regional groups.

 The formal minutes of the General 
Assembly will be added to the Skopje 
Congress report, available to you later this 
year. For your information, the complete 
Barcelona Congress report will be made 
available to all FIAF Affi  liates as a PDF fi le in 
the next few days.

 A huge collection of photos of the 
Skopje congress is available on FIAF’s Flickr 
website, at https://www.fl ickr.com/photos/
fi afnet/collections/72157645011111900/

2015 ANd 2016 FIAF CONGrESSES
 
 The 2015 congress will take place 
in Sydney and Canberra from 11-18 April 
2015 (with coach transfer from Sydney to 
Canberra on the Wednesday). The provisional 
title of the symposium is “Barely Legal: 
Film Archiving, Legislation and How the 
Current State of Play Supports or Empedes 
a Sustainable Archiving Sector”. The fi rst 
Newsletter of the Sydney/Canberra Congress 
is now available on the FIAF website: http://
www.fi afcongress.org/2015/index.html

  As for the 2016 FIAF Congress, it will take 
place in Bologna toward the end of June, 
to coincide with the Il Cinema Ritrovato 
festival.

fiaf
CONGRESS  

11-18 
april 
2015
n at i o n a l  f i l m  a n d  s o u n d  a r c h i v e 
o f  a u s t r a l i a
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BOLOGNA FILm rESTOrATION SummEr 
SCHOOL / FIAF SummEr SCHOOL 

 This year’s summer school is taking 
place in Bologna from 28 June to 18 July. 
FIAF has off ered four 1000€ bursaries to 
the following candidates: Jong-Woo Lee 
(Korea), Hitomi Matsuyama (Japan), Man-
Suet Gladys Lau (Hong Kong) and
Nuchanat Saensiri (Thailand). The selection 
committee based its conclusions on the 
strength of the applications, as well as the 

positive impact these candidates’ training is 
likely to have on the FIAF archives with which 
they are associated. Four further bursaries for 
750€ each were allocated to Nemanja Becanovic 
(Montenegro), Ovidiu-Mihai Dancaescu 
(Romania), Tiago Ganhão (Portugal) and 
Aleksandar Trajkovski (Macedonia) by the ACE.

The list of participants to the school, and the 
full programme of the course are available 
at:http://www.immagineritrovata.it /
summer-school/ 

ON-LINE DISTANCE LEARNING: May 14th - June 18th (on Wednesdays)
THEORY CLASSES: Bologna, Il Cinema Ritrovato Film Festival, June 28th - July 5th
RESTORATION PRACTICE: Bologna, July 7th - 18th
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08 Education / Training

Film Archives in Africa

	 This very important training project, 
led for FIAF by Eva Orbanz and Wolfgang 
Klaue and funded by the Goethe Institut in 
South Africa, resulted in the organization of 
the 2011 Pretoria Summer School, two Schools 
on Wheels (in Kenya and Ghana) and other 
individual support to African archivists. As 
the Fund is about to dry up, FIAF will have to 
find new ways of funding training projects on 
that continent. The remainder of the money 
from the Goethe Institut Fund will be spent 
on a symposium to take place in Maputo 
(Mozambique) at the end of this year.

Ibermedia programme

	 In June, a new contract was signed 
between FIAF and Ibermedia, to fund a new 
series of training events for film archivists in 
Latin America, in collaboration with CLAIM. 
Unfortunately, Ibermedia have announced 
that this subsidy of US$49,000 will be their 
last round of funding.

> LJUBLJANA

Lubitsch Can’t Wait

	 Ernst Lubitsch, the great author of 
Hollywood comedy and pioneer of such 
genres as the sophisticated romantic comedy, 
the musical, and the screwball comedy, is a 
relatively overlooked figure in mainstream film 
theory. In this collection of 10 essays, originating 

 Affiliates’ Publications09
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in a 2012 international symposium on film 
theory held at the Slovenian cinematheque, 
renowned world thinkers and philosophers 
position Lubitsch as the premier director of 
subversive cinema, reflecting on his attitude 
toward love and politics which correspond to 
contemporary issues.

	 Ivana Novak, Mladen Dolar, and Jela 
Krečič (eds), Lubitsch Can’t Wait: A Collection 
of Ten Philosophical Discussions on Ernst 
Lubitsch’s Film Comedy, 2014: Slovenian 
Cinematheque, 240p. ISBN: 978-961-6417-84-
6 Distributed by Columbia University Press.
h t t p : / / c u p . c o l u m b i a . e d u /
book/978-961-6417-84-6/lubitsch-cant-wait 

> MANCHESTER

New DVD release in May 2014 – ‘The First World War 
– Life on the Home Front in North West England’

	 The North West Film Archive is pleased 
to announce the release on DVD of a new film 
about life on the home front.  Entirely composed 
of unique contemporary footage, this 65 
minute film paints a picture of life in the region 
before war was declared, of the men women 
and children whose lives were irrevocably 
changed by it, and of the preparations for 
and aftermath of combat   The commentary 
is voiced by BAFTA award nominated Maxine 
Peake.  Available from http://www.iwmshop.
org.uk/product/24323/The_First_World_War_
Life_on_the_Home_Front_in_NW_England
	
	 [Fr] Nouvelle sortie en DVD en mai 
2014 – «La Première Guerre mondiale – la vie à 
l’intérieur dans le nord ouest de l’Angleterre »

	 «The North West Film Archive» a le 
plaisir d’annoncer la sortie en DVD d’un 
nouveau film au sujet de la vie à l’intérieur 
pendant la guerre de 1914-1918.   Composé 
entièrement d’images contemporaines 
exceptionnelles, ce film de 65 minutes vous 
donne un tableau de la vie dans la region, 
avant la déclaration de guerre, des hommes, 
des femmes et des enfants dont les vies ont 
été irrémédiablement changées par la guerre; 
et des préparations pour le combat et ses 
conséquences.  Les commentaires sont lus 
par la nominee pour les prix BAFTA, Maxine 
Peake.  Disponible sur http://www.iwmshop.
org.uk/product/24323/The_First_World_War_
Life_on_the_Home_Front_in_NW_England

	 [Es] Nuevo en DVD en mayo de 2014 
– ‘La Primera Guerra Mundial – la vida en el 
frente interno en el noroeste de Inglaterra ‘

‘The North West Film Archive’ se complace en 
anunciar el lanzamiento en DVD de una nueva 
película sobre la vida en el frente interno durante 
la Primera Guerra Mundial.  Enteramente 
compuesto de imágenes contemporáneas 
excepcionales, esta película de 65 minutos relata 
la vida en la región, antes la declaración de 
Guerra, de los hombres, mujeres y niños cuyas 
vidas cambiaron irrevocablemente con la Guerra 
y presenta los preparativos del combate y sus 
secuelas.  Maxine Peake, la nominada de los 
premios BAFTA, hace el comentario.  Disponible en 
http://www.iwmshop.org.uk/product/24323/
The_First_World_War_Life_on_the_Home_Front_
in_NW_England

Marion Hewitt
M.Hewitt@mmu.ac.uk

09 Affiliates’ Publications
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> MONTERREY (CINETECA NUEVO LEÓN)

	 In 2013, as part of the celebrations 
of our 15th Anniversary as Cineteca Nuevo 
León (Monterrey, Mexico), CONARTE and 
CONACULTA jointly published “Nuevo León 
in the Movies”. For over a decade, authors 
Diana González and Maximiliano Maza 
researched the entire history and heritage 
of Mexican cinema, from the origins to the 
present day, with major contributions from 
local critics and film-makers. The book is now 
available as a free PDF or in paper format for 
FIAF members willing to own a copy. Contact 
Alejandro Gómez from Cineteca Nuevo León 
at agomez@conarte.org.mx to get your 
copy. Available only in Spanish.

	 [Es] A finales de 2013 en el marco del 
15 Aniversario de la Cineteca Nuevo León 
(Monterrey, México), CONARTE en coedición 
con CONACULTA publicó el libro “Nuevo león 
en el cine”, cuyos autores Diana González 
y Maximiliano Maza investigaron durante 
una década todo lo relacionado con la 
cinematografía en nuestro estado, desde sus 
inicios hasta nuestros días, con importantes 
colaboraciones de críticos y cineastas locales. 
El libro está disponible gratuitamente en 
papel o PDF para miembros de la FIAF que 
deseen una copia. Solicitarla a Alejandro 
Gómez, Coordinador de Programación y 
Acervo al correo: agomez@conarte.org.mx

Alejandro Gómez Treviño
agomez@conarte.org.mx

> TOULOUSE

	 On the occasion of its 50th anniversary, 
the Cinémathèque de Toulouse recently published 
“Il était une fois une cinémathèque à Toulouse” 
(“once upon a time, a cinémathèque in Toulouse”) 
as part of the Dépêche du Midi’s collection “Le 
Petit Illustré”. Featuring numerous photographs 
and enhanced with an illustrated glossary, the 
book looks back on the birth of the archive in 
1964, its founder Raymond Borde, its missions, 
its collections and the future challenges that the 
Toulouse Cinematheque is preparing to take up.

	 [Fr] À l’occasion de son cinquantième 
anniversaire, LA CINÉMATHÈQUE DE TOULOUSE 
publie, dans la collection « Le Petit Illustré » de 
La Dépêche du Midi, le livre Il était une fois une 
cinémathèque à Toulouse. Très illustré et enrichi 
d’un « Petit Cinémathécaire » (destiné à tous y 
compris aux plus jeunes), l’ouvrage revient sur 
la fondation de l’archive en 1964, son fondateur 
– Raymond Borde –, son histoire, ses missions, ses 
collections et les défis qu’elle se prépare à relever.

09 Affiliates’ Publications
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VLADIMIR OPELA – 
HONORARY MEMBER OF FIAF

	 We are very pleased to record that 
Vladimir Opela, Curator of the archive of the 
Czech Film Institute from 1989 and Director 
of the whole Czech Film Institute from 1992 
until 2011, was recently given the FOCAL 
International Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and was made an Honorary Member of FIAF 
by the Skopje General Assembly.
 
	 Vladimir started working at the archive 
of the Czech Film Institute in 1965.  He quickly 
became Head of the Institute’s new Technical 
Department, was appointed Vice Head of 
the Institute, and was instrumental in the 
establishment of the autonomous National 
Film Archive in 1992.  He kept the Archive intact 
and State funded during the Communist 
era (when the policy was to remove images 
countering the current ideology), and during 
the post-Communist period when privatisation 
was rampant.  The collection is famous 
worldwide for its range and for the fact that 
it preserved internationally important films 
considered lost in their own countries.  Among 
Vladimir’s many other achievements was 
helping to create new archives in the former 
Yugoslavia and Eastern Europe, and overseeing 
the early years of the FIAF Summer School.  In 
2007, UNESCO followed his suggestion that 
October 27th should be established as World 
Day for Audiovisual Heritage.
 
	 While Vice-President of FIAF (2007-
2011), Vladimir created the Charter of Film 
Restoration with Vittorio Boarini.  He has 
lectured widely on film restoration and similar 

topics, and has been co-author or co-editor of 
a number of important publications such as 
FIAF’s Glossary of Filmographic Terms (1985 
and 1989), and a six-volume work on Czech 
Feature Film (Prague, NFA, 1995-2010).
 
	 Vladimir has won awards in many 
countries, while in the Czech Republic itself he 
has been given the Minister of Interior’s medal 
“For merit in Czech archiving”, the Minister of 
Culture’s award for his “contribution to Czech 
culture development”, the Czech Director and 
Screenwriter Association award, and honorary 
membership of the Czech Archival Association.

Vladimir Opela speaking after the vote appointing him as 
FIAF Honorary Member at the Skopje General Assembly.
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Ten years of the FIAF Oral History 
project

	 FIAF’s Oral History Project (OHP) 
was first proposed at the Hanoi Congress 
in 2004.   Since then, eighteen interviews 
have been undertaken, and edited versions 
of nine of these have been published in the 
Journal of Film Preservation.  Sadly, though 
proposed as interviewees, two colleagues, 
Vladimir Dmitriev and Sam Kula, died before 
they could be recorded.  This only goes to 
demonstrate how urgent it is for us to seek 
out and interview older archivists to record 
their invaluable life stories to help to fill the 
many gaps in our collective history.  

Interviewed so far are:

2006:  Jurado Fernandez	 (published JFP 
74/75), Farrokh Gaffary, Maria Rita Galvao, 
Aito Mäkinen

2007:  Michele Aubert, Freddy Buache 
(published JFP 77/78)

2008:  Manuel Martinez Carril (published JFP 
79/80)
Peter von Bagh

2009:  Eileen Bowser (published JFP 81), 
Pierre Cadars, Leslie Hardcastle, Bernard 
Martinand

2010:  G C Rochement

2011:  Karen Jones	  and Michael Moulds 
(both published JFP 86)			 
	  

2012:  Wolfgang Klaue (published JFP 89), 
Robert Rosen (published JFP 88), Lia Van 
Leer	

Do continue to interview people important 
to the history of FIAF in your country.  Their 
testimonies are vital sources of information 
about our work. Please contact info@fiafnet.
org if you have suggestions or require help to 
conduct an interview.

Elaine Burrows
jfp.editor@fiafnet.org

SEAPAVAA CONFERENCE

	 The 18th SEAPAVAA Conference 
successfully took place from 26 to 30 May 
2014 in Vientiane.
 
	 The theme for this year’s SEAPAVAA’s 
Conference was “AV Archives: Why They 
Matter”. The event was hosted by the Lao 
Department of Cinema.

	 The Conference consisted of the 18th 
SEAPAVAA General Assembly, Executive 
Council Meeting, Symposium, Archival Gems 
Screening, institutional visits to the Film 
Archive of Lao Cinema Department, Lao 
Star TV, National Library of Laos and Lao 
National TV, and an excursion to several 
places including the Khaysone Memorial 
Museum. A welcome reception and a farewell 
dinner were held for the participants. The 
pre-conference two-day workshop on 
“Developing a disaster and recovery plan for 
an audiovisual collection” attracted some 31 
participants from various countries including 

10  Other News
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Brunei, China, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 

	 The Conference’s keynote address 
entitled “Preserving Audiovisual Documents: 
An International Perspective” was delivered 
by Ms Joie Springer, the Former Senior 
Programme Specialist, Knowledge Societies 
Division, Communication and Information 
Sector, UNESCO. Ms Springer’s speech kick-
started the two-day Symposium which saw 
a total 19 presentations by speakers from 
the Asia-Pacific region, Europe and North 
America. A special Forum on “Memory 
Of The World” was also convened for the 
Symposium.

	 2014 is SEAPAVAA’s Election Year. 
During the 18th General Assembly, a new set 
of Councillors was elected to serve for the 
term of 2014 to 2017:

President
Mick Newnham (National Film and Sound 
Archive, Australia)
 
Secretary-General
Irene Lim (National Archives of Singapore)
 
Treasurer
Adrian Wood (USA / United Kingdom)
 
Councillors
Benedict Salazar Olgado (University of the 
Philippines School of Library and Information 
Studies)
Christophe Augias (Bibliotheque Bernheim, 
New Caledonia)
Karen Chan (Asian Film Archive, Singapore)

Kannika Chivapakdee (Museum and Archive - 
The Government Public Relations Department 
of Thailand)
Nakhone Bounmy (Department of Cinema, 
Lao PDR)
 
Immediate Past President
Tuenjai Sinthuvnik (Thailand)

For the 130 delegates from the region and 
beyond who attended the 18th SEAPAVAA 
Conference and General Assembly, the 
warm hospitality of our local host and the 
charming city of Vientiane made the week 
an especially memorable one for them. 

The 19th SEAPAVAA Conference & General 
Assembly (“SEAPAVAA 19”) will be held in 
Singapore from 22 to 28 April 2015. The Asian 
Film Archive is the local host institution & the 
conference theme is “Advocate, Connect, 
Engage”. Look out for the Call For Papers and 
conference information on the SEAPAVAA 
website http://www.seapavaa.com.

Irene LL Lim
Irene_LL_LIM@nlb.gov.sg
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MEMORY! International Film Heritage 
Festival in Phnom Penh

	 The second edition of the 
International Film Heritage Festival, this 
year on the theme of “laughter”, took 
place in Phnom Penh (Cambodia) from the 
31st May to 8th June 2014. Nearly 60 films 
from all over the world were screened. The 
festival was attended by prestigious guests 
(Catherine Deneuve, Brillante Mendoza 
et Anthony Chen) as well as professional 

delegations from more than 20 countries 
(including many FIAF archives), and it 
included a cine-concert, conferences and 
meetings with international specialists of 
heritage films. And once again, entrance to 
all events during the festival will deliberately 
be free of charge.

MEMORY! – the first festival of its kind in 
Asia - was created in 2013, following on from 
festivals like Il Cinema Ritrovato in Bologna, 
Lumière in Lyon or Toute la mémoire du 

A gala screening the the MEMORY! Film Festival 
in the presence of the King of Cambodia Norodom Sihamoni and Catherine Deneuve.
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monde in Paris. Its aim is to establish an 
annual event dedicated to film heritage in 
Asia, symbolically based in Cambodia, a 
country that has lost its entire film heritage. 
The festival is largely intended for the 
general public in Cambodia, but it is also 
clearly aimed at film professionals working 
worldwide, in particular in the field of film 
heritage. MEMORY! Is organised by the 
Technicolor Foundation and the Association 
Memory Cinéma in close collaboration 
with the Bophana center, FIAF Associate in 
Cambodia. The festival is officially supported 
by FIAF.

Séverine Wemaere & Gilles Duval
Co-directors of Memory! International Film 
Heritage Festival
severine.wemaere@technicolor.com
www.memoryfilmfestival.org

One-day Symposium on “Henri 
Langlois today” at the Cinémathèque 
française

	 On June 2nd this year, the 
Cinémathèque française held a study day 
with the theme “Langlois today”, as part 
of the centenary of Henri Langlois’ birth 
in 2014 and in conjunction with the “Henri 
Langlois’s imaginary museum” exhibition. 
Moderated by Serge Toubiana and Bernard 
Benoliel, this symposium brought together 
historians, archivists and film-makers, who 
celebrated (albeit with a right to inventory) 
the multifaceted work of the brilliant yet 
controversial founder of the Cinémathèque 
française (and of FIAF) and his continued 
influence today. Of particular note was an 
excellent presentation by Natacha Laurent 
(Cinémathèque de Toulouse) on the stormy 
relationship between Langlois and Raymond 
Borde, another key figure of the film archive 
movement. A roundtable discussion on 
the theme “Langlois, seen from abroad”, 
moderated by Serge Toubiana, brought 
together FIAF administrator Christophe 
Dupin and representatives of several FIAF-
affiliated archives - Laurent Cormier (AFF-
CNC), Frédéric Maire (Cinémathèque suisse), 
Nicola Mazzanti (Cinémathèque Royale de 
Belgique). The entirety of these discussions 
was filmed and videos will soon be posted on 
the Cinémathèque’s website shortly.

A detailed account of this day is available in 
French on the Cinémathèque’s website :
h t t p : / / w w w. c i n e m a t h e q u e . f r / f r /
expositions-cinema/centenaire-langlois/
compte-rendu-journee-langlois.html 
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	 [Fr] Le 2 juin dernier, la Cinémathèque 
française a organisé une journée d’études 
sur le thème “Langlois aujourd’hui”, dans 
le cadre du centenaire Henri Langlois en 
2014 et en marge de l’exposition « Le Musée 
imaginaire d’Henri Langlois ». Animée 
par Serge Toubiana et Bernard Benoliel, 
ce colloque a regroupé des historiens, 
archivistes et cinéastes, qui ont célébré 
(mais avec un droit d’inventaire) l’œuvre 
protéiforme du génial mais controversé 
fondateur de la Cinémathèque française (et 
de la FIAF) et de son influence aujourd’hui 
encore. A noter une excellente présentation 
de Natacha Laurent (Cinémathèque de  

Toulouse) sur la tumultueuse relation entre 
Langlois et Raymond Borde, autre figure 
clé du mouvement des archives du film. 
Une table ronde sur le thème « Langlois, vu 
d’ailleurs », animée par Serge Toubiana, a 
regroupé Christophe Dupin, administrateur 
de la FIAF, et des représentants de plusieurs 
archives affiliées à la FIAF – Laurent Cormier 
(AFF-CNC), Frédéric Maire (Cinémathèque 
suisse), Nicola Mazzanti (Cinémathèque 
Royale de Belgique.  Les interventions de 
cette journée ont été filmées et les vidéos 
seront mises en ligne sous peu sur le site de 
la Cinémathèque.

The roundtable discussion moderated by Serge Toubiana, with 
Frédéric Maire (Cinémathèque suisse), Nicola Mazzanti (Cinémathèque Royale de Belgique), 

Christophe Dupin (FIAF administrator) and Laurent Cormier (AFF-CNC).
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	 Un compte-rendu détaillé de cette 
journée est disponible en français sur le site de 
la Cinémathèque: http://www.cinematheque.
fr/fr/expositions-cinema/centenaire-langlois/
compte-rendu-journee-langlois.html 

UNESCO

	 Joie Springer, and our main contact at 
UNESCO in Paris for many years, retired in 
the spring and has been been succeeded by 
Iskra Panevska, who was previously worked 
for UNESCO in New Delhi. (i.panevska@
unesco.org)

FOCAL International Awards

	 David Walsh represented FIAF at the 
high-profile FOCAL International Awards on 
30 April. As part of a new active partnership 
between FIAF and FOCAL International, FIAF 
was invited to sponsor the Award for Best 
Archive Restoration / Preservation Title, which 
went to Manila in the Claws of Light (Maynila 

Sa Mga Kuko Ng Liwanag, 1975), restored by 
the Film Foundation/World Cinema Project 
and the Film Development Council of the 
Philippines. During the evening, our Czech 
colleague Vladimir Opela received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award, a few days before he 
became a FIAF Honorary Member.
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