










































































280

"The government of the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea generously lent its
assistance to build the national film archive in Pyong Yang. The archive's
task is orientated to collecting the national production as well as a selection
of the most important film productions of foreign countries. Energy and
enthusiasm stimulated the Koreans to erect a multi-storey archive building
within a comparatively short time. The premises have a storage capacity of
some 150,000 reesls of films materials and they also house a handsomely

designed screening room, film viewing and inspection facilities and office
rooms for the cataloguing department of the archive. The archive holdings
which before the existence of the film archive had been administered by the
film studios (annual output of 40 feature films) have meanwhile been transferred
to the film archive of the D.P.R.K. where the collction is centrally taken care
of. The total archive collection has grown to a considerable size and there
are new plans for the construction of another film vault in the near future.

The discussions with archive staff, leading personalities of the film industry
and of the D.P,R.K. ministry of culture revealed an enormous interest in FIAF.
The benefit of FIAF was experienced by the Korean archive in the first stage

of its development, since the rapid progress was possible only through the
assistance of a number of archives of our Federation, most of a2ll of socialist
countries. The Pyong Yang archive is ready to support actively all FIAF events
and is eager to establish contacts with the members of the Federation.

It is especially interested to make up for information of international film
production. It would appreciate to receive publicity material and handouts

of contemporary films from other countries.

It is my opinion that the film archive of the D.P.R.K. fulfills all obligations
to become full member of our organization.”

The Korean delegation was then invited to join the meeting and answer questions
from the Assembly.

Replying to a question of Mr Ledoux, they said that their film collection was
made of mostly Asian films, with a great proportion of documentaries, newsreels,
cartoons ... but also some feature films. A new legal deposit law was going to
ensure them the preservation of the whole production of their country.

They assured all FIAF members of their readiness to exchange the films of their
collections.

There being no other question, Mr Klaue ordered the vote to be taken on the
admittance as "member" of the National Film Archive of the D.P.R.K.
The voting was secret and gave the following results : Yes el

No 2

Abstentions 2.
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