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History of the NSC & Nollywood

Established in July 2011.

The Nollywood Studies Centre 
emerged from several initiatives 
within the School of Media and 
Communication at Pan-Atlantic 
University

It was setup to support the 
development of knowledge about 
the Nigerian film industry.

The archive was established to 
provide access to Nollywood films 
and related materials in one place.



Nature of the Collection

Our collection consists mainly 

of:

• VCDs 

• DVDs 

• Digital video files

Actual size of the collection

now = Unknown



Acquisition

Over 10,000 films as at 2014.

VCD and DVD were purchased 
directly from the open market
and some were donated.

A significant portion of the 
digital films came through an 
MOU with the National Film 
Video and Censors Board in 
2013.



The Old Catalogue

The initial catalogue consisted of a 

spreadsheet containing 572 film titles, 

with metadata captured under the 

following fields:

• Title

• Year Of Production

• Parts

• Cast

• Director

• Producer

• Production Company

• Marketer Or Distributor

• Synopsis

• Genre

There were also a few additional 

documents containing information on 

donations, though they specified only:

Donor Names

• Film Titles

• Dates received

A third category of documents was 

obtained from producers’ and 

marketers’ associations, containing 

lists of films within specific periods 

between 2005 and 2012, and listing:

• Date

• Title

• Production company





Main Challenges of the Current 
Catalogue

Missing records/uncatalogued 

digital files 

Lack of adequate data in 

current database 

No relational structure 

Discoverability issues



Building Our New Catalogue Using the 
FRBR concept

Work
Presents the 
original film

1

Work
Presents the 
original film

Expression
Presents the variant 

versions of the 
original film

2

Expression
Presents the variant 

versions of the 
original film

3

Item
Presents the specific 

copies held within the 
archive











Final thoughts

…an ideal catalogue is likely never to be completed and thus not 

able to be used. Cataloguing should be thought of in stages, the 

first on a very limited level but comprehensive for all the films in 

the collection, and the second stage the cataloguing of the films 

in a detailed way, to serve additional needs. 

     - A handbook for film archives, 1980 (pg. 47)



Questions/Discussion



I would love to connect with you!

+2347033491227

aigbedion@pau.edu.ng

Thank you!
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