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The CDC Manual Task Force has 
been working on revising and 
updating the 2016 FIAF Moving 
Image Cataloguing Manual and a 
lot of progress has been made 
particularly in the last year.









Handling diagrams in GitHub
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Removed Appendices



Appendix C simply consisted of









So, Appendix D, Value Lists has now gone









Appendix F, Additional background on the manual 
update







Also possibly 
for removal

Appendix H. Rights/Copyright/IPR 
Registration

• The aim is to update, enhance, and revise 
the contents of this chapter

• Then create it as a whole separate 
document that will sit in the CDC 
Publications section of the FIAF website to 
be accessed from there

• A link to that would be added in the Manual
• However, if that document is not ready 

when the revised Manual is due to be 
published then Appendix H will remain in 
the Manual 



Further 
enhanced or 

new sections

• Inclusion of social media platform moving 
image titling examples and their stylistics

• New sections on titles and structuring for 
Production Materials (including out-takes, 
screen tests, and rushes) and for 
Series/Serials (including 
newsreels/cinemagazines and Variants)

• Also, considering further enhanced structuring 
possibilities with analytic/component parts or 
very large Series

Appendix A. Titles

























Further 
enhanced or 

new sections

• Overlaps and confusions over when to use 
Manifestations and when to use Events 
triggered many discussions, and a workshop 
amongst CDC members and corresponding 
members.

•  So, this too is now covered in a new sub-
section, with plenty of diagrams and 
exploration of choices – which depend very 
much on whether 4, 3, 2, or 1 level hierarchy 
structure is used and on cataloguing database 
systems used by an institution.

Boundaries between Manifestations 
and Events







Other 
enhanced 

sections

Works - Country of reference
• Occupied/annexed countries
• Name changes
• Border changes
• Independence from former empires, 

multinational states or unions

Sources of information
• Extra paragraphs relating to using 

websites and best advice/practice
• Cataloguing subjects/genres
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Secondary Sources (including websites)

We emphasise the importance of the cataloguer considering the authority 
and context of the source before utilising information from it, e.g. whose 
website is it and where did their information come from?

“..use authoritative secondary sources, e.g. official websites for a film, press 
packs, published catalogues and directories, and data from other Archives 
accessible databases, websites, or publications, who may have researched 
and created records for the moving image already. Sources may also include 
other non-moving image collections held by your institution, such as special 
collections of papers, books, newspaper cuttings, stills, posters, etc.”





New Chapters/Sections



VARIANTS
Restorations

Carriers/Reels

DIGITAL ITEMS
Born digital Digitised

AGENTS Events
Manifestation types



Circe Sánchez González

Katerina Kampoli
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 Ford, Harrison, 1884-1957

Ford, Harrison, 1942-



Compiled by Circe Itzel Sánchez-González based 
on Riva et al (2024) & Filmstandards.org (2011)









https://www.fiafnet.org/pages/E-Resources/cdc-resources-restoration-metadata.html



Carriers? Components? Containers?



Digital Items – Born Digital and Digitised 



What can I do?

We are also looking for examples of how 
your organisation catalogues Digital Items, 
Production materials, TV/newsreel series, 
Variants, country of reference, etc. 
especially if it differs from what is in the 
draft Manual currently

Also, particularly if you catalogue individual 
reels/tapes/files, use the Variant level and/or 
linked Events

Natasha.Fairbairn@bfi.org.uk
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