


• The Archives Nationales was created as a 
result of the French Revolution. 

• There was no centralised body for archiving 
documents produced by all the government 
administrations under the Ancien Régime, only 
for deposit by specific bodies (the records of 
Parliament, of the Courts of Account, of the 
Chancery, of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and so on).

• The Constituent Assembly named these archives 
the Archives Nationales on 12 September 
1790.

National Archives 
of France (Paris)



• Four years later the National Convention passed a 
law, on 7 Messidor Year II (25 June 1794), setting 
out their role and creating a "central depository 
for the national archives".

• The law set out the three main principles
which still apply today:

• The centralisation of the nation's archives,

•     free public access, and

• the need for a national archives network. The 
law of 5 Brumaire Year V (26 October 1796) 
completed this system, by setting up an archival 
service in each département's chef-lieu.



• Collect

• Classify

• Inventory

• Conserve

• Restore

• provide access to

• and promote 

public archives from 

the central administrations of State, 

the archives of Paris notaries, 

and private record groups

of national interest.

Paris : Soubise 
Mansion

Pierrefitte 
site 



• Documents from all governments

from VIIth century to the present days;

Private documents (family, political organizations, 
companies);

Parisian notarial minutes...

• Most iconic national documents :

Papyrus from early Middle-Ages, 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

France Constitutions, 

Heads of state documents, 

First statistical databases (1960) …

Napoleon 
Archive Store







➢ To provide general guidance for the preparation of archival descriptions. 

➢ The purpose of archival description is to identify and explain the context and content of archival material 
in order to promote its accessibility.

➢ Specific elements of information about archival materials are recorded at every phase of their 
management (e.g., creation, appraisal, accessioning, conservation, arrangement).

➢ This standard contains general rules for archival description that may be applied irrespective of the form 
or medium of the archival material.

➢ The Encoded Archival Description (EAD) is an XML .standard for encoding archival finding aids, maintained 
by the Technical Subcommittee for Encoded Archival Standards of the Society of American Archivists in 
partnership with the Library of Congress.

https://www.ica.org/resource/isadg-general-international-standard-archival-description-second-edition/
https://www.loc.gov/ead/



Fonds, Sub-fonds, File, Sub-File, Item….

Purpose: To represent the context and the hierarchical structure of the fonds and its parts.

Rule: At the fonds level give information for the fonds as a whole. At the next and subsequent levels give information for the 
parts being described. Present the resulting descriptions in a hierarchical part-to-whole relationship proceeding from the 
broadest (fonds) to the more specific.

Purpose: To represent accurately the context and content of the unit of description.

Rule: Provide only such information as is appropriate to the level being described. 

Purpose: To make explicit the position of the unit of description in the hierarchy.

Rule: Link each description to its next higher unit of description, if applicable, and identify the level of description. 

Purpose: To avoid redundancy of information in hierarchically related archival descriptions. 

Rule: At the highest appropriate level, give information that is common to the component parts.
Do not repeat information at a lower level of description that has already been given at a higher level.

https://www.ica.org/resource/isadg-general-international-standard-archival-description-second-edition/



where essential information is conveyed to identify the unit of description)

(where information is conveyed about the origin and custody of the unit of description)

(where information is conveyed about the subject matter and arrangement of the unit of description)

(where information is conveyed about the availability of the unit of description)

(where information is conveyed about materials having an important relationship to the unit of description)

(where specialized information and information that cannot be accommodated in any of the other areas may be conveyed).

(where information is conveyed on how, when and by whom the archival description was prepared)

https://www.ica.org/resource/isadg-general-international-standard-archival-description-second-edition/



All 26 elements covered by these general rules are available for use, but only a subset need be used in any given description.

Only certain tags have been implemented in the Digital Records management system of the Archives nationales.

a. reference code

b. title

c. creator
Name of the organization(s) or the individual(s) responsible for the creation, accumulation and maintenance of the records

d. date(s)

e. extent of the unit of description
Quantity, bulk, or size

f. level of description

https://www.ica.org/resource/isadg-general-international-standard-archival-description-second-edition/









https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058381













Fond Film archive of the Ministry of Agriculture 
Creator Ministry of Agriculture 

Reference code 19960237/19
Title Alerte aux champs 
Date 1943
Level of description Item level
Scope and content
Film Directors: Etienne Lallier / Germain Sachsé
Production: Films Eclair 
Sponsor: Ministry of Interior
Cinematographer: André Dantan
Drawings: Henri Sarrade
Music composition: Maurice Thiriet
Abstract : Documentary on the fight against the ravages of Colorado potato beetles in the potato fields of Bordeaux, 
presenting the development of this beetle and the means of combating it (collection, chemical and biological control). Filmed
in 1942, at a time when German soldiers were nicknamed “doryphores” (Colorado beetles), it can have a double meaning.

Extent and medium of the unit of description A 16 mm réel, black and white, mute, 29 mn.
Conditions governing access Records are available for consultation at the Archives nationales de France
Related units of description Ministry of Agriculture file 19850473/20 and CNC file 19890538/897



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_057713 



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_057713 



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_057713 

An ethnological research on waterways, canals workers in France



https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_057713 



Metadata on the person beeing recorded, a 58 
years old woman who is a canal lock keeper 

Metadata on the context of the recording (date, 
location, how the interview went…



Metadata on the subjects mentionned during the interview, with time code





➢ A common descriptive standard shared by an international community of users

➢ A descriptive standard based on a digital standard : Encoded Archival Description (EAD) 

➢ Interoperability with other standards such as ISAAR-CPF (International Standard Archival Authority Record for 
Corporate Bodies, Persons and Families) 

➢ A general standard created to describe mainly written paper records

➢ Lack of descriptive elements specific to audiovisual records :
- Copyrights
- Duration
- Multiplicity of dates (recording, editing, release, etc.)
- Technical and Material aspects (formats, types of reels, tapes, etc.)
- Different types of film elements (rushes, edited versions, etc.)

➢ Necessity to adapt the description to fit into this standard



➢ It’s better to limit to 3 or 4 levels.

➢ The volume of the audiovisual fonds: 10, 100, 1000 films ? 10, 100, 1000 reels or tapes ?

➢ The available information: some time very little is known about the content of a film.

➢ The available time: 1 month, 3 months, 12 months ?

➢ The available staff: 1 or 3 archivists? Part-time or full-time?

However, adding or correcting metadata is part of a continous process of the archivist’s work.

➢ Possible with ISAD-G, at any level (general introduction, at film level).

➢ However the reference lists of terms are quite general (to describe any record from the 8th to 21st

century, on any subject or medium). The SIAF (Service Interministériel des Archives de France) is 
working on updating them.

➢ Indexation of audiovisual fonds has become the next target at the Archives nationales.





➢ Developed through a collaboration launched in 2006 between the Archives of France and the 
former Directorate General for State Modernization (DGME), 

➢ the Data Exchange Standard for Archiving (SEDA) aims to facilitate interoperability between the 
information system of an archives service and the information systems of its partners in the 
context of their data exchanges.

➢ The standard allows the modeling of transactions (transfer, communication, disposal, 
modification, and retrieval) 

➢ between different actors (producing service, transferring service, archives service, and archive 
requester) within the framework of archiving. 

➢ It specifies the types, order, and format of exchanged messages, defining which metadata to use 
to describe, manage, and preserve information.

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/seda/

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/seda/


➢ The standard, which is both archival and technical, draws on existing standards and archival 
practices used in paper-based procedures. 

➢ While the multi-level archival description of SEDA is derived from the ISAD-G/EAD standards, its 
organizational model adopts that of ISO 14721 (OAIS), 

➢ and the preservation of the technical information it carries borrows definitions from the PREMIS
model. 

➢ SEDA is technically structured in XML.

➢ largely incorporate business concepts such as the use of transfer slips (deposit, disposal), 
➢ the application of scientific and technical control (authorization request transaction), 
➢ the definition of stakeholders, 
➢ and the application of management rules (final disposition and accessibility).

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/seda/

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/seda/


*The OAIS (version 3), also known as ISO 14721:2025 is a fundamental standard in digital preservation. OAIS 
was developed for use in facilitating a broad, discipline independent, consensus on the requirements for an 
archive or repository to provide long-term, preservation of digital information. It was also intended to support 
the development of additional digital preservation standards. 

Description
To understand the content
Managing or packaging
To provide access to the document (author, title, 
date…)
Preservation
To provide access to the document on long-term 
(rights, file format, source, résolution, relation…). 
Representation
Which makes it understable for a human being

description information

packaging information

preservation information

representation information

data-object

https://francearchives.gouv.fr/en/article/91524937/





1. Folders and files on the computer

2. Download the data in ReSIP sofware, 
complete the metadata

3. Export the SIP in SEDA



http://www.programmevitam.fr/pages/ressources/resip/



 
➢ Created in 2018 for archiving any kind of digital native records from the French ministries (except 

Europe and Foreign Affairs and Armed Forces), national institutes and important private records.

➢ 130 To of digital native records
➢ 500 fonds

➢ The Vitam programme (Intangible Values Transmitted to Archives for Record Keeping) is a French 
interministerial digital archiving programme supported by three ministries—Europe and Foreign 
Affairs, Culture, and the Armed Forces—responsible for preserving state records. 

https://www.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/archives-nativement-numeriques
http://www.programmevitam.fr/



Interface (for archivists only) of the Archives nationale’s Digital Records management system (SIA numérique)
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Interface (for archivists only) of the Archives nationale’s Digital Records management system (SIA numérique)



Interface (for archivists only) of the Archives nationale’s Digital Records management system (SIA numérique)



Interface (for archivists only) of the Archives nationale’s Digital Records management system (SIA numérique)



Interface (for archivists only) of the Archives nationale’s Digital Records management system (SIA numérique)



➢ A common descriptive standard, inspired by ISAD-G, shared by a community of users in France

➢ A data standard based on OAIS and structured in XML 

➢ An important standard to archive and preserve native digital records on a long-term

➢ A general standard for any type of digital data (text, image, databases, etc.).
➢ A standard for data transfer rather than data description.
➢ Lack of descriptive elements specific to audiovisual records 

➢ Necessity to adapt the standard to audiovisual: a permanent group of French institutions work on 
the evolution of the SEDA, lead by the SIAF and the Archives nationales.

➢ Focus on technical aspects of audiovisual data: duration, dates, image format, colourimetry…
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