NARODN{ FILMOVY ARCHIV
MaleSické 12, 130 00 Praha 3, Czech Republic '

tel. +420 2717708500, fax, +420 271770501
e-mail: pfa@nfa.cz

Prague, Novernber 19" 2004

Dear colleagues,

On 27th October 2005 it has been 25 years since the UNESCO General
Conference at its twenty-first session in Belgrade adopted the Recommendation
for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving Images.

The Recommendation emphasised that moving images are an expression of the
cultural identity of peoples, and because of their educational, cultural, artistic,
scientific and historical value, form an integral part of a nation‘s cultural heritage;
that moving images constitute new forms of expression, particularly characteristic
of present-day society, whereby an ever-increasing part of contemporary culture
Is manifested;

that moving images also provide a fundamental means of recording the unfolding
events and, as such, constitute important and often unique testimonies, of a new
dirnension, to the history, way of life and culture of peoples and to the evolution
of the universe; :

that moving images have an increasingly important role to play as a means of
communication and mutual understanding among all the peoples of the world and
that, by disseminating knowledge and culture throughout the world, moving
images contribute extensively to the education and to the enrichment of each
hurman being.

The Recommendation called upon each State to take the appropriate
complementary measures to ensure the safeguarding and preservation for
posterity of moving images as a particularly fragile part of its cultural heritage,
just as other forms of cultural property are safeguarded and preserved as a
source of enrichment for present and future generations, to take the appropriate
measures with due regard for freedom of opinion, expression and information,
recognized as an essential part of human rights and fundamental freedoms
inherent in the dignity of the human belng, for the need to strenghten peace and
international understanding and for the legitimate position of copyright holders
and of all the holders of other rights in moving images and te promote closer

international co-operation to safeguard and preserve these irreplaceable records
of human activity. ‘

The Recommendatlon significantly endorsed the FIAF in its activities in the field of
preservation of the film cultural heritage and became an impulse to further
development of the film (audio-visual) archival activities. In 1980, there were 44
FIAF Members and 21 Observers, in 2003 there were already 87 FIAF Members
and 44 Associates.

In 1992, the UNESCO adopted the Memory of the World programme in order to
minimize the deterioration of the world documentary heritage (books,
manuscripts, newspapers, maps, audiorecordings, moving images, oral traditions
and history, computerized electronic data etc.) and in 1995 the organisation in
co-operation with the FIAF member archives published within the Memory of the
World Programme a catalogue of the most significant films from 50 countries.

Two moving images, “Metropolis” and “Los Olvidados” were placed in The Memory
of the World Register.
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I suggest that we commemorate the 25™ anniversary of the day, when the
“Moving Images” became recognised and defined as part of the national cultural
heritage, individually in our countries as well as jointly by organising a comrmon
enterprise — a retrospective of restored films that would take place at the
UNESCO headquarters, '

The National Film Archive asked the chaitwoman of the Czech Cammission for
UNESCOQO for support in this matter.

The chairwoman of the Czech Camrnission for UNESCO proposed at the 170%™
meeting of the Executive Board of UNESCO that UNESCQ celebrates the 25
anniversary of the adoption of the Recommendation for the Safeguarding and
Preservation of Moving Images. Simultaneously, the chairwoman of the Czech
Commission for UNESCO commenced informal talks concerning the declaration of
the day of the 27" October, which is the anniversary day of the adoption of the
Recormmendation, the World Day of Audio-visual Heritage.

The Czech Commission for the UNESCO, in co-operation with the Ministry of
Culture of the Czech Republic and with the FIAF (and with the support of other
national Commissions), would prepare a draft resolution and submit it to the
General Conference of UNESCO in 2005.

Yours sincerely,

Viadimir Opéla
NFA Dijrector

/ICO 057266
ACCOUNT NUMBER
KB pob. PRAHA 1, &.0. 83337-011/0100



	20041119_Letter-Opela-about-anniversary-of-UNESCO-recommendation_AFF016-02_p1
	20041119_Letter-Opela-about-anniversary-of-UNESCO-recommendation_AFF016-02_p2

