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Introduction 

• Cinémathèque Suisse, founded in 1948
• 3 sites: Lausanne (Management/Administration and cinema), Penthaz and Zurich

(research and archiving centres)

https://www.cinematheque.ch/

CS Zurich

CS Lausanne

CS Penthaz

https://www.cinematheque.ch/


Introduction Heritage Division



Film related material

• 500’000 posters
• 2’500’000 photographs
• 5’000’000 press cuttings
• 30’000 books
• 2’000 film equipment
• 10’000 scripts
• 200 paper archives



Tools
Developing new tools and replacing obsolete databases:

Product Type Developed Collection
Image database externally Iconographic and 

museum 
collection

Archive 
information 
system

externally Paper archives 
collection

Library catalogue externally Library collection

Film database internally Film collection

Common 
reference 
database

internally Work, Agents, 
Events, Locations 



Promotional
material -
analogue
• Collection of posters, film stills, 

flyers, press documents (press kits 
and clippings), objects (standees), 
production material (scripts)

• No legal deposit for film related 
material

• Films shown in cinemas in 
Switzerland + Swiss productions 
(Helvetica)

• Feature films, documentaries, short 
films

• Some television productions, but no 
experimental, amateur and 
commissioned films



Promotional 
material – born 
digital
• Since 2000’s: On CD’s -> 2010s 

download
• Currently ca. 200’000 born digital 

promotional material objects in 
our collection

• Increase/year: 500 films (80 
GB/7’000-10’000 files) 

• Metadata and file formats are 
heterogeneous

• Since 2015, increasing amount, 
sometimes no analogue 
equivalent 

• Types and forms are changing 
rapidly



Challenges

• What’s the status of digital promotional material today, in terms of its 
uniqueness for example? Need for new collection policies?

• How to catalogue these heterogeneous collections, which are located at 
the interface between museums, archives and libraries with different 
cataloguing traditions?

• How to deal with the digital bulk -> Appraisal and selection is needed
• How can we preserve and make accessible all those different types of 

objects?



Acquisition and selection
• Acquisition procedure: All processing (downloading and cataloguing) is done 

manually for each film by one person (time consuming); ProCinema weekly list of film 
releases in Switzerland + newsletters from distributors and cinemas + collaboration 
with Swiss Films and Solothurn Film Festival

• Main sources: Individual distributor websites; press servers such as TMDb, UPI, 
Paterson Entertainment; other websites such as festival homepages

• Admission requirements: Open access and access with login
• Typologies: Artwork (posters, flyers, lobby cards, etc.); Visual material (press photos, 

set photos, portraits, etc.); Textual material (press kits, biographies, scripts, dialogue 
lists, etc.); Video material (only for Swiss productions): trailers, extracts, making-of, 
etc.

• Formats: TIFF, JPG (images); PDF, Word (documents); MP4, MOV, MP3, MPG, FLV 
(videos)

• Resolution min.: 800 x 400 ppi



Acquisition and selection



Cataloguing
ARK ARK



Cataloguing - Metadata
Field Example

ID
(Automatically allocated by the 
system)

Film director Reynicke, Klaudia 

Type of work Monographic
Title (original) Reinas
Secondary title (alternative title types 
and official translation into the three 
national languages and English)

Queens (Reinas); Reinas - Die 
Königinnen

Language(s) of original and secondary 
titles Spanisch; English; German
Place(s) of production Switzerland, Spain, Peru

Date of production 2024

Date, place and type of film release in 
Switzerland

German-speaking: 04/09/2024
French-speaking: 05/09/2024
Italian-speaking: 05/09/2024

Cinematographic Work

Field Example

ID
(Automatically allocated by 
the system)

Agent type Person

Last name Meier
First name Ursula

Permalink to  authority 
source (VIAF) http://viaf.org/viaf/3380320

Date of birth 1971

Agents
Technical Metadata

Descriptive Metadata



Access

Paper archives Library catalogue



Access

https://www.cinematheque.ch/home

https://www.cinematheque.ch/home


Future solutions

• … for acquisition: Need for automation (web harvesting), deal 
with distributors and producers -> Prior recommendations for 
the transfer of data could improve the quality of metadata and 
file formats (digital preservation)

• … for cataloguing: Need for automation (AI-supported 
indexing of photographs and film related material, like the 
recognition and identification of people)

• … for access: Publicly accessible catalogue



Key takeaways

• Work needed to align the digital collections to the newly 
designed tools (policies, workflows, knowledge)

• Appraisal, selection and automation is getting more important 
than ever

• Access is key
• Linking is the future: Building bridges between archives, 

libraries and museums



Thank you !

Feel free to get in touch

renate.kunz@cinematheque.ch
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